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Student artists explored the complex relationship

Erin Crawford won this year's $1,000 Grand Prize

between art and society in VCU Libraries' inaugural

with "Cabell Walks Into a Bar," calling to mind the

Jurgen Banned Art Comics Contest. Supported by

newspaper comics of Winsor McCay. Runner-up

generous funding from the Cabell Library Associates,

awards of $250 went to Tess Wladar for "The Judging

this year's contest focused on the events and issues

of Jurgen" and Jay Crilley for "Swear to It." Hannah

surrounding the censorship of James Branch Cabell's

Smith, Katy Hooper and Ty Campbell received

is a senior in the Communication Arts department at

Jurgen: A Comedy of Justice by the New York Society

honorable mentions.

VCUArts.

for the Suppression of Vice.

"I got started on this project after receiving encouragement

With imagination, thought, and skillful storytelling,

All winning entries are being published in VCU

and space to work within my Comics/Graphic Novels 1 class.

VCU students created single-page multi-panel

Scholars Compass and exhibited on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of

I ﬁrst looked at how Jurgen was censored for perceived wrong-

comics similar to the Sunday funnies that Cabell

James Branch Cabell Library.

doings and implied topics, and second, the increased interest
in the book after it was banned. I depicted each person’s head

might have read in 1920s newspapers.

as speech bubbles as additional commentary on how we are all
our thoughts and words/actions, and if those are censored
then it can be a slippery slope into censoring an entire person."

In January 1920, the New York Society for the Sup-

While the case dragged on, writers and artists across the

pression of Vice declared Jurgen "lewd, lascivious, and

nation declared their support. The witty Cabell

indecent" under New York law. Cabell's satirical fantasy

responded to the NYSSV by publishing a story, "The

was barred from the mail, and demand for copies

Judging of Jurgen." In it, the Great Tumblebug (a dung

skyrocketed. Suppressed just as Prohibition took eﬀect,

beetle representing the censors) states his case for the

"bookleggers" sold copies of Jurgen at exorbitant prices.

Court of Philistia.
is a Richmond-based illustrator and comic artist majoring in
Communication Arts at VCU and graduating in 2023.
"My comic is based on 'The Judging of Jurgen,' a short story
written by James Branch Cabell in response to the controversy surrounding his novel, Jurgen: A Comedy of Justice. 'The

In my four years at VCU, I’d never worked on a project quite like this. There’s something about the Jurgen banning that felt deeply comical to me. What started as a
book with a satirical twist snowballed into an in-world satire that could only ever be

Judging of Jurgen' serves as an addition to the original novel
and is essentially a fable about how art can be unfairly and
illogically censored."

portrayed in an equally funny medium. The whole situation is a lark!
How else could we portray it then, but through a comic?
I’m very proud to have been a part of managing this contest for its ﬁrst year.
It was invigorating to navigate this new terrain with everyone involved,
and I am amazed by what my fellow VCU students were able to create in
the time given to them. Crafting comics is never easy, especially when
you’re emulating another, older style like the Sunday Funnies,
but it was done with such creative choices! What I’ve seen
was ingenious and I can say that publishing these entries is an

is a senior Communication Arts major from Pennsylvania.

honor. I hope that you, dear reader, will enjoy them as much

"After some research, I became interested in John S. Sumner,

as I did.

the Leader of the New York Society for the Suppression of
Vice, and the leading ﬁgure crusading against the publicaAlyson Piccione

tion of Jurgen. The comic is a dramatized version of a debate
he participated in shortly after the Jurgen trial ended."
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